an instant high

leisure (@

ati  heart&soul youth entertainment highstreet

The Bru Cappuccino ad was her claim to fame. Soon, she graduated from the small screen to the silver screen.
Twenty two-year-old Megha Burman talks to Shankaran Malini on her big break, her forthcoming projects and more
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Ankit, Pallavi and Friends
My tmuptiesstbadidegediieesavaaddeann-
ing Telugu. The first few days, | was
struggling with the words but soon | got
the hang of it. | used to take down the
dialogues in English. Watching my dia-
logues in someone else’s voice was a
little weird though. But before Ankit,
Pallavi and Friends happened, | wanted
to leave for higher studies to New
York.

DAM 999

I would say that this came all of a sudden
to me. | was at a shoot in Mumbai when
| got a call and | had to go to Kochi —

happened.

999. Iif's & youwtn-ariemtied stony, rexall-
N {h9 Stordl SR ymumgsiens — tnesins
and three girls. Once | confirm this of-
fer, it will be my first proper Bollywood
Tg 1) d done a small role in a
é’? ilm, Paap (Pooja Bhatt's
difectorial venture), where | played the
villain’s daughter.

ah, Amlfaspirations

nd Hrithik Back in Mumbai | never

Suriya miss out Rajit Kapur in

a action. | haven't missed
, Bi- a single play of his.
Ashish Vidyarthi,

Vinay Rai and Vimala

bakkam. The fest s on tll May 16 into films Alleppey for the auditions and a screen Raman are also great.
My career graph went soaring high af- test. Three days later, | was confirmed | must make a spe-
ter the first commercial. At that point the role. And | pretty much love my cial mention of
of time director Hari and cinematogra- character in the film. | portray the Joshua Fredric
pher Malini were scouting for a heroine Shringara Rasa, which is all about love but does not get acceptance from her I have got an offer from a Smith, who asks
for their film in Mumbai. | met them and beauty. | play a Pakistani gil named family. There’s more to this role. big banner, which | will me a lot about
and gave a 45-minute audition. And Raziya, who sticks on to traditional val- . confirm as soon as | fin- Suriya
luckily, I got selected. And that's how ues and yet is modern. She falls in love BO”yWOOd Calllng ish shooting for DAM (laughs).
While his debut earned him mixed responses, Eeram had both audiences going gaga
over him. Actor Aadhi talks to Udhav Naig on his past, present and future in cinema
pened. Vallamai Tharayo was a film on
- GENDER BEN DER a serious subject and | wanted it to be
. . that way. Having been born and brought
In a field that is Iargely up in Indonesia, the industry was new
: to me. There’s a bias that women direc-
malder;dommated’ tors only direct heroine-oriented sub-
P Madhumita comes as a jects. But | wanted to break it and try
S The TO”yWOOd decision liked my screen presence. He also had . different genres,” explains the director.
After being born and brought up in good words to say about my consistency breath Of freSh all. The Her husband Vijay Venkataramanan is

FILMs

Watch the cow-boy film Irumbu Ko-
ttal Murattu Singam, directed by
Chimbu Deven at Sathyam Cinemas

Chennai, | naturally wanted to do a
Tamil film first. But when | got an offer
for a film that was to be directed by Teja,
one of the biggest directors in Telugu, |
couldn’'t refuse it. It wasn’t my decision;
people close to my family wanted me to
act in that film.

Mirugam

Financially, the film did quite well. None
of the distributors | knew incurred a
loss. In fact, most of them bought my next
film Eeram, and are ready to buy my next
film Ayyanar as well. Many film critics
had good things to say about my acting
and the theme of the film. Some of them
even praised the film for its realistic
characterisation. | am happy it created
awareness about the dreaded disease.

The story behind Eeram

Post the mixed response | got for
Mirugam, | wanted to do a very soft and
subtle film. We had a few controversies
during the shooting of Mirugam
of the dailies had carried a photograph
of mine without a beard. The director of
Eeram, Arivazhagan happened to see
that photograph and called me for an
audition. After that, | had to wait for a
month before he zeroed in on me. | was
so interested in doing this film that | ig-
nored a couple of films even when |
didn’t know whether | was going to do
Eeram. Thanks to Arivazhagan and
Shankar, | could do this film.

and one

in the film. Even his wife appreciated my
acting.

Winds of change

Life after the success of Eeram hasn't
changed much, except for the fact that
people recognise me as the Eeram guy:. |
like meeting people and talking to them.
So not much has changed.

Learning from my father

I know how much a director works for
his product, the creative work that is go-
ing into a film. | have learnt how not to
tax my directors with creative inputs. |

am a director’s actor. | trust my direc-
tor’s vision and go with it.

Best critic

It has to be my audience. The feedback |
get from them is honest and on the face.
| realised that when after the release of
Mirugam, people came up to me and said
that they didn’t like the film at all. Even
for Eeram, a few were of the opinion that
Nandha was better than me. | take the
negatives and work on them. My brother
is my biggest critic; he is very stingy
with compliments.

When Shankar saw my fil

I was very nervous when | first met him.
After watching the film, he said that he

director opens up to
Uma Kannan

She’s confident about her work

and prob ably that’s helping her

climb the ladder to success. Meet
director Madhumita, whose second
film Kola Kolaya Mundhirika s hitting
the screens on May 21. Having made
her debut with a serious subject in Val-
lamai Tharayo, the director has opted
for a diametrically opposite genre in
her second film — comedy. “The film
is an out-and-out comedy and features
many comedy artistes. Shikha, a new
comer from Bangalore, and
Karthik Kumar play the
lead roles. A popular ac-
tor is doing a cameo in
the film. We don’t want
to disclose it before
the release,” says
Madhumita, who
graduated in filmmak-
ing with a specializa-
tion-in direction from
the New York Film
Academy.

‘After completing
my studies, | came
to Chennai and
worked as an as-
sistant for a short
duration with

the editor of the film. How was it to di-
rect a comedy film? “Written by Crazy
Mohan, it was full of humour but to
translate it on screen was tough. For
comedy films, certain shots work and |
had to watch Crazy Mohan’s comedy
films to get a feel of how things work,”
explains Madhumita, whose role model
in life is her father Trisakti Sundar Ra-
man. “l admire a lot of film-makers but
| want to create my own style. Firstly,
there should be something new in my
film and secondly, right from six to
sixty years, people should be able to go
watch my films. Women are creating a
space of their own in the industry. |
should be judged by my work not by
».my gender,” she says clearly.
. Having done comedy and
jous subjects, what's
‘Action. It would be
different and
tunt-based,”
dds the direc-



