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Experience the flavours of Ma-
durai cuisine at the Pandya Nadu 
food festival at the Trident

FOOD FESTIVALs
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SCENT OF 
A WOMAN
JENNIFER ANISTON 
POSES IN A TOWEL IN 
AN AD TO PROMOTE 
HER NEW PERFUME 
LOLAVIE
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FRENCH 
CONNECT
OUR FOOD COLUMNIST  
DELIGHTS IN THE 
FRENCH BREAKFAST 
MENU AT THE CREPE 
KIOSK  AT GLOBUS
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CELLULOID 
TALK
GET A BYTE OF AN 
ENTERTAINING TALK 
ABOUT THE STATE OF 
PLAY OF THE INDIAN 
FILM INDUSTRY

Check out the lat-
est plait Jumkas in 
red, black and 
green hues at 
Damini

MUST SEE | MUST DO

Watch The Dignity 
Film Festival 2010 
at South Indian Film 
Chamber of Com-
merce

Handicraft exhibi-
tion and sale at Sri 
Sankara Hall, 
No.281, TTK Road, 
Alwarpet

Vinnyasa Premier Art Gallery 
presents the All India Artists Show. 
The exhibition is on till April 30

EXHIBITIONs

Watch Shahid Kapoor in his latest 
film, Paathshaala,  at Sathyam  Cin-
emas
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A perfect confluence
My mother is a typical Tamil Muslim housewife 
who hails from Tiruchirapalli and my father 
hails from Pakistan. I would say that our family 
is a perfect confluence of  the north and the 
south, and a blend of  the borders. We are true 
Indians at heart.

Her strength
I am the youngest in our family. My parents are 
very supportive. And we sisters share a special 
bond. Shamina, my eldest sister, who is ten years 
older than me is married. My second sister, 
Zabyn is a very close buddy. My family is my 
strength.

On marriage
I am only 23-years-old. The thought of  marriage 
does not cross my mind because I feel that it is 
very difficult to find someone who actually un-
derstands me. But let me cross 30 and then let 
me see, if  I change my perspective regarding 
marriage. But one thing which I have been giv-
ing serious thought about is adopting two chil-
dren — a boy and a girl and take complete re-
sponsibility of  them. Madonna has done and 
even in India Sushmita Sen has done it. They 
are my inspirations. I have told my mother that 
after Sushmita Sen, I will follow suit and create 
history (laughs).

Social causes
There are two big dreams, which I need to 
achieve by God’s grace. One is to set up a shelter 
for pets. And the other to come up with a home 
for the elderly in Hyderabad. I chose Hyderabad 
because Tollywood has given me a lot of  name, 
fame and money and I would like to give back 
something to the people there. 

Current projects
I will be seen in a different role in this Telugu 
flick directed by Sampath. I simply loved the 
script and my look in the movie is sans make-up. 
In Tamil, I am doing a film for Thiagarajan uncle. 
Titled Malayoor Mambattiyaan , this is the re-
make of  the original. This film has me, Prashan-
th and Meera Jasmine playing the lead roles. 

On the tag •item girl•
I started dancing since I was 13. I got my first 
big break in Munnabhai MBBS. And like every-
one says, there has been ‘no looking back’ ever 
since then. I don’t mind when somebody uses 
the tag ‘item girl’ for me. And I don’t mind doing 
that at any point of  time in my career. I love 
dancing. 

•I am a simple girlŽ
Many people have the misconception that I am 
flashy but I am a simple girl, I just want to be 
myself. 

Sole traveller
I just took a vacation for nearly a month and 
travelled wherever I felt like going. I went to 
Bangkok, Goa, Bengaluru etc alone. I just want-
ed to be with myself. Now, I am back and feel 
fresh. 

Inspirations
I don’t have any Godfather in the industry.  But I 
simply adore few personalities and they have left a 
lasting impression on me. I simply love Madhuri 
Dixit — her dance style is mind-blowing. In the 
south, I simply adore Jothika. Somehow, her looks 
and mannerisms are very soft, which is indeed ador-
able. And of  course, Rakhi Sawant and Helen. 

Oozing with Pakistani charm enhanced by her Tamilian upbringing, Mumait Khan is a perfect blend of subtle 
sexuality and substance. Shankaran Malini is charmed by the item babe

MESMERISING MUMAIT 
HOW DO YOU UNWIND: Hitting the bed, watching 
the TV for a while and going off to sleep 
HOBBIES: Downloading music, editing videos 
and surfing the Internet
FAVOURITE BOOK: Chicken Soup for the Soul, The 
Girl with the Dragon Tattoo
FAVOURITE MUSIC ARTISTE: Lady Gaga
LOVE TO: Go on a ride on my Kinetic with my
sister 
DIGS INTO: Homemade food, in particular, 
South-Indian food
THREE THINGS PEOPLE DO NOT KNOW ABOUT ME: 
That they •actually• do not know me; that I am 
short tempered and I hate lies

I don•t 
mind 
when 
somebody 
uses the 
tag •item 
girl• for 
me

SEX AND 
UBSTANCE To set up a shelter home for 

abandoned pets1
To adopt a boy and girl follow-
ing the suit of Sushmita Sen2
To set up a home for the elder-
ly in Hyderabad3
She believes in giving back to 
the society4

THE HUMANITARIAN MUMAIT

Current projects
I have my hands full at the moment. After Well 
Done Abba, I am doing Dam 999, a Hollywood 
project. This is based on the Navarasas, and mine 
is that of  the Shantha rasa. The role is that of  an 
Ayurveda specialist who predicts the future in 
many forms. Then I am doing a Deepti Naval film 
titled Do Paise Ki Dhoop, Chaar Aane Ki Baarish  
— a social comment on people living together. I 
just finished shooting for Monica, which is based 
on the famous Bhatnagar case. In Guzarish, I play 
a cameo.  

Theatre 
Our production house is coming up with a new 
play, One-on-One. We are also planning to stage 
The Blue Mug in Mumbai. 

The balancing act
I started my career in films in 1992. But even be-
fore that, I have been into theatre. It’s all a ques-
tion of  attitude and logistical operations. When 
it comes to films, it is a schedule of  25 days per 
month, for instance and five scenes per day 
whereas in theatre it is rehearsals for continuous 
hours. 

Plans ahead
I think I need to catch up with my life. It has been 
really hectic for a year now. I would like to write 
for a while, maybe even a film script or any-
thing. 

Background
I was born in Amritsar but raised in Mumbai and 
studied in an Anglo-Scottish school. 

Chennai
The audiences here are well-read and they do not 
take things at face value. They appreciate what-
ever they see. 

South 
I have done already done a Malayalam film titled 

Agnisakshi for which I won the Kerala State 
Film Award for Best Actor. This domain is 
familiar to me and there is a certain comfort 
level too. 

Would love to work with 
Dibakar Banerjee, Vishal Bharadwaj, Anurag 
Kashyap. These three names have made the 
effort to explore the film form and have fo-
cused on content. I would love to work to with 
them at any given point of  time. 

On Shyam Benegal
I have acted in all of  Shyam Benegal’s films 
and I feel at home when working with him. 
He understands actors very well and knows 
how to treat them. 

Byomkesh Bakshi
That was a detective series I did for the small 
screen. Even now when it is aired on Doord-
arshan, I feel so odd. It’s a strange feeling but 
seems too unreal. After that, I starred in Yu-
gantar, Junoon and Duniya. But cannot allo-

cate time for the small screen. 

What people do not know about me
That I love singing. I unwind by swimming. 
My dream is to see to a world without wars, 
guns and bloodshed. My prized possession is 
my bag. My friends call it the Santa Claus’s 
bag (laughs). It has everything I need, in it. 
Currently, it is a camel skin-coloured bag.

„Shankaran Malini

Driven by his passion, Rajit Kapur has solved many cases as the gentleman sleuth Byomkesh Bakshi. In the theatre scene, he is still a name to 
reckon with and in celluloid, he has given some memorable performances. The actor opens up on theatre, his Chennai connection and more

The pinnacle of passion


